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Hideki tojo general

Picture #1 Source:Rekidai Shusho tou ShashinCall no.:Constitutional Government Documents Collection, #1142Monochrome, 11.2×15.7cm Photo #2 Source:Rekidai Shusho tou ShashinCall no.:Constitutional Government Document Gallery, #1142Monochrome, 11.4×15.6 cm Wartime leader of the Japanese government, General Tôjô Hideki (1884–1948), with his narrow hair, mustache and round glasses,
became for allied propagandists one of the most commonly caricatured members of Japan's military dictatorship during the Pacific War. Shrewd in bureaucratic and fiercely partisan struggles to present the prospect of the army while he was army minister, he was surprisingly undecided as national leader. Known within the army as Razor Tôjô both for its bureaucratic efficiency and for its rigorous and
uncompromising detail, he climbed the stairs of command, in close association with the army faction that sought to improve and improve Japan's combat capabilities despite tight budgets and civilian interference. Tôjô built a personal power base and used his position as chief of the military police of the Japanese garrison force in Manchuria to rein in their influence before becoming chief of staff of the
Kwantung army in 1937. He played a key role in the opening of hostilities against China in July. Tôjô had his only combat experience later that year, leading two brigades in operations in Inner Mongolia.Seeing the military occupation of Chinese territory as necessary to force the Chinese nationalist government to cooperate with Japan, he continued to support the expansion of the conflict in China when he
returned to Tokyo in 1938 as deputy minister of the army, rising to minister of the army in July 1940. He pushed for an alliance with Germany (where he had served in 1920-1922) and Italy, and supported the formation of a broad political front of national unity. In October 1941 he became prime minister. Although Tôjô supported last-minute diplomatic efforts, he gave final approval to the attacks on the
United States, Great Britain and the Dutch East Indies in December 1941. Japan's early victories greatly strengthened its personal prestige and assertion that there were times when statesmen had to have confidence in Victory. As the war intensified, Japan's losses intensified and its fragile industrial foundations threatened to collapse. Tôjô has typically tried to collect administrative levers in his own hands.
Serving both as prime minister and as minister of the army, he also held portfolios of internal affairs at various hours (giving him control of the dreaded thought police), education, ammunition, trade and industry and foreign affairs. In In 1944 he also assumed direct command of army operations as chief of the Army General Staff. However, despite all his appointments, Tôjô was never able to establish a
dictatorship on a par with those exercised by Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin. It served constitutionally at the behest of the emperor, without the support of a mass party, while crucial centers, such as industrial associations (known as zaibatsu), the navy, and the court, remained outside its control. After saipan island fell into the hands of American forces in July 1944, he was forced to leave power, despite
arguments put forward by officials close to the throne that Tôjô should be left in office until the end to take responsibility for the loss of the war so that a court official could intervene to deliver the peace. After Japan surrendered the following year, Tôjô attempted suicide when he was threatened with arrest by the occupation authorities, but was tried and hanged as a war criminal on December 23, 1948. At
his trial, he asserted his personal responsibility for the war and attempted to disorece attention from the emperor. In 1978, despite the protest of many citizens opposed to the honor of the man they believed had brought disaster to Japan, Tôjô's name, along with that of thirteen other Class A war criminals, was commemorated at Yasukuni, the Tokyo shrine dedicated to the memory of fallen warriors serving
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prisoners of warPrisoned in Sugamo Hideki Tojo prison (December 30, 1884 – December 23, 1948) was a politician and general of the Imperial Japanese Army (IJA) who served as Prime Minister of Japan and President of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association for most of World War II. Hideki Tojo was born on December 30, 1884, to a family of relatively low-ranking samurai in Tokyo's Kōjimachi District.
He began his career in the Army in 1905 and steadily rose in rank until becoming a general in 1934. On March 1, 1937 he was promoted to chief of staff of the Kwantung Army, where he led military operations against the Chinese in Inner Mongolia and Chahar-Suiyan Provinces. In July 1940 he was appointed Minister of War in the Japanese government led by Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoe. On
February 21, 1944, he became Chief of Staff of the Imperial Japanese Army. On the eve of the Asia-Pacific conflict, Tojo was an outspoken supporter of the preemptive attack by the United States and its European allies. After being appointed Prime Minister in October 1941, he oversaw the Decision of the Japanese Empire to go to war and the subsequent conquest of much of Southeast Asia and the
Pacific islands. During his tenure, he presided over numerous war crimes including the massacre and starvation of civilians and prisoners of war. After the tide of war turned decisively against Japan, Tojo was forced to resign as Prime Minister in July 1944. Following Japan's surrender to the Allied powers in September 1945, he was arrested, convicted by the International Military Tribunal for the Far East
at the Tokyo Trials, sentenced to death and hanged on December 23, 1948. [1] Hideki Tojo was born in Tokyo's Kōjimachi District on December 30, 1884,[2] as the third son of Hidenori Tojo, a lieutenant general in the Imperial Japanese Army. [3] Under the bakufu, Japanese society was rigidly divided into four castes; merchants, artisans, peasants and samurai. After the Meiji Restoration, the caste system
was abolished in 1871, but previous caste distinctions in many ways persisted later, ensuring that those of the former samurai caste continued to enjoy their traditional prestige. [4] The Tojo family came from the samurai caste, although the Tojo were relatively low warrior servants for the great daimyō (lords) who had served for generations. [5] Tojo's father was a samurai turned army officer and his mother
was the daughter of a Buddhist priest, making his family very respectable, but poor. Hideki had an education typical of a young Japanese man in the Meiji era. [6] The purpose of the Meiji education system was to train children to be soldiers as adults, and the message was incessantly punctured to Japanese students that war was the most beautiful thing in the world, that the emperor was a living god, and
that the greatest honor for a man was to die for the emperor. [7] Japanese girls were taught that the highest honorific for a woman was to have as many children as possible who could die for the emperor in war. As a boy, as a boy, he was known for his stubbornness, lack of sense of humor, for being a young opinion and combative passionate about arguing with other boys, and for his tenacious way of
pursuing what he wanted. [8] Japanese schools in the Meiji era were very competitive and there was no tradition of sympathy for failure; those who did were often bullied by teachers. [8] Those who knew him during his formative years considered him only of medium intelligence. However, he was known to compensate for his observed lack of intellect with the will to work extremely hard. [8] Tojo's childhood
hero was 17th-century shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu who issued the injunction: Avoid the things you like, turn your attention to unpleasant duties. [8] Tojo liked to say: I'm just a normal man who doesn't have brilliant talents. Everything I got owes it to my ability to work hard and never give up. [8] In 1899, Tojo enrolled at the Army Cadet School. In 1905, Tojo shared general indignation in Japan over the Treaty
of Portsmouth, which ended the war with Russia, and which the Japanese people saw as a betrayal as the war did not end with Japan annexing Siberia as required by public opinion. [9] The Treaty of Portsmouth was so unpopular that it sparked anti-American uprisings known as the Hibiya incendiary incident, as many Japanese were enraged at the way the Americans had apparently cheated Japan
because Japanese gains in the treaty were much lower than public opinion expected. Very few Japanese at the time understood that the war with Russia had pushed their nation to the brink of bankruptcy, and most people in Japan believed that U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt who had mediated the Portsmouth Treaty had cheated Japan from its legitimate gains. [10] Tojo's anger at the Treaty of
Portsmouth left him with a constant dislike of the Americans. In 1909, Hideki married Katsuko Ito, with whom he had three sons (Hidetake, Teruo and Toshio) and four daughters (Mitsue, Makie, Sachie and Kimie). [11] [12] Military career First service as a Young Hideki Tojo officer After graduating from the Japanese Military Academy (ranked 10th of the 363 cadets) [citation required] in March 1905, he was
appointed second lieutenant in the IJA infantry. Between 1918 and 1919, Tojo served briefly in Siberia as part of the Japanese expeditionary forces sent to intervene in the Russian Civil War. [13] Tojo served as a Japanese military attaché in Germany between 1919 and 1922. [14] Since the Imperial Japanese Army had been trained by a German military mission in the 19th century, the Japanese army was
always strongly intellectual developments in the German army, and Tojo was no exception. [15] In the 1920s, the German army favored preparation for the next war by creating a totalitarian Wehrstaat (State of Defense), an idea that was taken by the Japanese army as a state of national defense. In 1922, on his way home to Japan, Tojo took a train ride the United States, his first and only visit to America,
which left him with the impression that Americans were a soft materialist people devoted only to making money and hedonistic activities such as sex, celebrating, and (despite prohibition) drinking. Tojo boasted that his only hobby was his job, and habitually took home his papers to work late into the night, and refused to have any part in bringing up his children, which he saw as both a distraction from his job
and as a female job, making his wife do all the work of caring for her children. A stern, humorless man, Tojo was known for his abrupt manner, obsession with etiquette, and coldness. [18] Like almost all Japanese officers at the time, Tojo regularly slapped the faces of the men under his command when he gave orders, saying that slapping the face was a means of training men who came from families who
were not part of the samurai caste and for whom bushido was not second-natured. In 1924, Tojo was greatly offended by the Immigration Control Act passed by the U.S. Congress that banned all Asian immigration to the United States with many members of Congress and senators openly saying the act was necessary because Asians worked harder than whites. [18] Tojo wrote bitterly at the time that white
Americans would never accept Asians as equals, and It [the Immigration Control Act] shows how the strong will always put their interests first. Japan also needs to be strong in order to survive in the world. In 1928, he was head of the Japanese Army and shortly thereafter was promoted to colonel. He became interested in militaristic politics during his command of the 8th Infantry Regiment. Reflecting the
images often used in Japan to describe the people in power, Tojo told his officers that they should be both a father and a mother to the men under their command. [19] Tojo often visited the men's homes under his command, assisted his men with personal problems, and loaned officers short of money. Like many other Japanese officials, Tojo disliked Western cultural influence in Japan, which was often
denigrated as a result of the ero-guro-nansensu movement (eroticism, grotesque and nonsense) as he complained of such forms of Western decadence as young couples holding hands and kissing in public, who were undermining the traditional values needed to support kokutai. [22] Promotion to the Army High Command In 1934, Hideki was promoted to major general and served as head of the
personnel department within the Army Ministry. Tojo wrote a chapter of the book Hijōji kokumin zenshū (Essays in Times of National Emergency), a book published in March 1934 by the Ministry of the Army it called on Japan to become a totalitarian state of national defence. [24] This book of fifteen essays by senior generals claimed that Japan had defeated Russia in the 1904–05 war because bushidō
had given Japan's superior willpower as a he did not fear death unlike the Russians who wanted to live, and what was needed to win the inevitable next war (against which the book did not say) was to repeat the example of the Russo-Japanese war on a much larger scale by creating the state of national defense that would mobilize the entire nation for war. In his essay Tojo wrote The Modern War of
National Defense spans many areas requiring a state capable of monolithically controlling all aspects of the nation in the political, social, and economic spheres. Tojo attacked Britain, France and the United States for conducting an ideological war against Japan since 1919. Tojo ended his essay by stating that Japan must stand tall and spread its moral principles to the world as the cultural and ideological
war of the Imperial Way is about to begin. [24] Tōjō as Major General Tojo was appointed commander of the IJA's 24th Infantry Brigade in August 1934. In September 1935, Tojo assumed command of the Kenpeitai of the Kwantung army in Manchuria. Politically, he was nationalist and militaristic, and was nicknamed Razor (Japanese: Kamisori), for his reputation for having an acute, legalistic mind
capable of making quick decisions. Tojo was a member of the Tōseiha (Control) faction in the army opposed by the more radical Kōdōha (Imperial Way) faction. [28] Both the Tōseiha and the Kōdōha were militaristic groups that favored a policy of expansionism abroad and dictatorship under the emperor at home, but differed on the best way to achieve these goals. [28] The Imperial Way faction wanted a
coup d'état to obtain a Shōwa Restoration; underlined the spirit as the main factor in the victory of the war; and although socialist politics at home wanted to invade the Soviet Union. [28] The control faction, while willing to use assassination to achieve its goals, was more willing to work within the system to achieve reforms; wanted to create the state of national defense to mobilize the entire nation before
going to war; and, while not rejecting the idea of spirit as a war-winning factor, he also saw military modernization as a winning factor in the war; and saw the United States as a future enemy as much as the Soviet Union. During the attempted coup d'état of February 26, 1936, Tojo and Shigeru Honjō, a well-known supporter of Sadao Araki, both opposed rebels who were associated with the rival faction of
the Imperial Way. Emperor Hirohito himself was outraged by the attacks on his close advisors, and after a brief political crisis and deadlock by a sympathetic army, the rebels were forced to surrender. As commander of the Kenpeitai, Tojo ordered the arrest of all Kwantung army officers suspected of supporting the attempted coup d'état. in Tokyo. [30] Later, the Tōseiha faction was able to purge the army of
radical officers, and coup leaders were tried and executed. Following purge, the elements Tōseiha and Kōdōha have been unified their nationalist but highly anti-political stance under the banner of the Military Clique of Tōseiha, which included Tojo as one of its leaders. Tojo was promoted to chief of staff of the Kwangtung Army in 1937. [31] Since the Manciuko Empire was, in fact, a Japanese colony in
everything but name, the duties of Kwangtung's army were as political as they were military. During this time, Tojo was reunited with Yōsuke Matsuoka, the fiery ultranationalist CEO of the South Manchuria Railway, one of the largest Asian companies of the time, and Nobusuke Kishi, the Vice Minister of Industry of Manciukuo, who was the de facto man in charge of manciukuo's economy. [32] Although
Tojo considered the preparation of a war with the Soviet Union as his first duty, Tojo also supported advanced policy in northern China as the Japanese sought to extend their influence to China. As chief of staff, Tojo was responsible for military operations designed to increase Japanese penetration into the border regions of Inner Mongolia with Manciukuo. In July 1937 he personally led the units of the 1st
Independent Mixed Brigade in Operation Chahar, his only real combat experience. After the Marco Polo Bridge incident that averted the start of the Second Sino-Japanese War, Tojo ordered his forces to attack Hebei Province and other targets in northern China. Tojo received Jewish refugees in accordance with Japanese national policy and rejected the resulting German Nazi protests. Tojo was recalled to
Japan in May 1938 to serve as deputy minister of war under Army Minister Seishirō Itagaki. From December 1938 to 1940, Tojo was inspector general of aviation in the Army. On June 1, 1940, Emperor Hirohito appointed Kōichi Kido, a prominent reforming bureaucrat as lord custodian of the Private Seal, making him the Emperor's chief political advisor and fixer. Kido had helped create an alliance in the
1930s between reformist bureaucrats and the Army's Control faction centered on Tojo and General Mutō Akira. [37] Kido's appointment also favored the rise of his allies in the Control faction. On July 30, 1940, Hideki Tojo was appointed minister of the army in the second regime of Fumimaro Konoe and remained there in the third Konoe government. Prince Konoe had chosen Tojo , a man representative of
both the harsh views of the army and the controlling faction while being considered reasonable to deal with, to secure the army's support for his foreign policy. Tojo was a militant ultranationalist, highly respected for his work ethic and his ability to handle paperwork, who believed that the emperor was a living god and favored direct imperial rule, ensuring that he would faithfully any order of the emperor.
Konoe favored that Germany mediate the end of the Sino-Japanese War, putting pressure on Britain to end its economic and military support for China even at risk of war, seeking better relations with China. Germany and the United States, and taking advantage of the changes in the international order caused by Germany's victories in the spring of 1940 to make Japan a stronger power in Asia. Konoe
wanted to make Japan the dominant power in East Asia, but he also believed that it was possible to negotiate a modus vivendi with the United States under which the Americans would agree to recognize the Sphere of Co-Prosperity of Greater East Asia. [40] In 1940, Konoe, who had begun war with China in 1937, no longer believed that a military solution to the Chinese case was as possible as it once
was, preferring instead for Germany to mediate the end of the war that would presumably produce a pro-Japanese peace agreement, but would be less than what he himself had outlined in the January 1938 Konoe program. For this reason, Konoe wanted Tojo, a tough general whose ultranationalism was indisputable, to provide cover for his attempt to seek a diplomatic solution to the war with China. Tojo
was a strong supporter of the Tripartite Pact between Imperial Japan, Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. As minister of the army, he continued to expand the war with China. [quote required] After negotiations with Vichy France, Japan was given permission to place its troops in southern Indochina French in July 1941. Despite its formal recognition of vichy's government, the United States retaliated against
Japan by imposing economic sanctions in August, including a total embargo on oil and gasoline exports. On September 6, an early October deadline was set at the Imperial Conference to resolve the situation diplomatically. On 14 October, the deadline had passed without progress. Prime Minister Konoe then held his last cabinet meeting, at which Tojo spoke for the most part: in the last six months, since
April, the Foreign Minister has made pains to adjust relations. Although I respect him for it, we remain stuck ... The crux of the matter is the imposition of withdrawal from Indochina and China... If I give in to America's demands, it will destroy the fruits of the Chinese incident. Manciukuo will be in danger and our control over Korea will be compromised. [42] The prevailing view within the Japanese army at the
time was that continuing negotiations could be dangerous. However, Hirohito thought that he could control extreme views in the army using the charismatic and well-connected Tojo, who had expressed reservations about war with the West, although the emperor himself was skeptical that Tojo would be able to avoid conflict. On October 13, he told Kōichi Kido: There seems to be little hope in the current
situation for Japan-The United States. Negotiations. this time hostilities break out, I have to make a declaration of war. During the konoe government's last cabinet meetings, Tojo emerged as an aggressive voice, saying that he did not want a war with the United States, but painted Americans as bullying white supremacists. He said that any compromise solution would only encourage them to make more
extreme demands on Japan, in which case Japan might be better off choosing war to support national honor. Although he said he was in favour of peace, Tojo had often stated in cabinet meetings that any withdrawal from Indochina French and/or China would be detrimental to military morale and could threaten the Kokutai; the Chinese incident could not be resolved through diplomacy and required a
military solution; and the attempt to compromise with the Americans would be seen as a weakness on their part. On October 16, Konoe, politically isolated and convinced that the emperor no longer trusted him, resigned. Later, she justified with her chief cabinet secretary, Kenji Tomita: Of course Her Majesty is a pacifist, and there is no doubt that she wanted to avoid war. When I told him that starting the
war was a mistake, he agreed. But the next day, he said, You were worried yesterday, but you don't have to worry that much. Thus, gradually, he began to lean on war. And the next time I met him, he leaned even more on the war. I mean, I felt the Emperor say to me: My prime minister doesn't understand military matters, I know a lot more. In short, the emperor had absorbed the opinions of the army and
navy high commands. [46] The appointment as prime minister of the first Tojo government in October 1941, at the time, was said to be the only person able to control the army and navy and was recommended by Konoe and Tojo as Konoe's replacement. Hirohito rejected this option, arguing that a member of the imperial family should not eventually take responsibility for a war against the West as a defeat
would ruin the prestige of the House of Yamato. Following the advice of Kōichi Kido, he chose Tojo, who was known for his devotion to the imperial institution. [47] Traditionally, the emperor needed a consensus among older statesmen or jushins before appointing a prime minister, and as long as former Prime Minister Admiral Keisuke Okada was against Tojo, it would be impolitic for the emperor to appoint
him. During jushin meetings regarding Prince Konoe's succession, Okada opposed Tojo's appointment while the powerful Lord Privy Seal Kōichi Kido pushed for Tojo. The result was a compromise in which Tojo would become Prime Minister while reviewing options to deal with the crisis with the United States, although no promise was made that Tojo would try to avoid a war. After being informed of Tojo's
appointment, Prince Takamatsu wrote in his diary: We have finally committed ourselves to war and now we must do all the to launch it forcefully. But we awkwardly telegraphed our intentions. We do not need to point out what we are going to do; having [the entire Konoe government] resign was too much. In the present state of affairs we can simply remain silent and without the slightest effort Start. [50]
Tojo's first speech on the radio made an appeal for world peace, but also declared his determination to resolve the Chinese Case under Japanese conditions and to achieve the Sphere of Co-Prosperity of Greater East Asia that would united all Asian nations together. [51] Decision for war The Emperor summoned Tojo to the Imperial Palace a day before Tojo took office. After being informed of his
appointment, Tojo was given an order by the emperor: to make a political review of what had been sanctioned by the Imperial Conferences. Despite being vocally on the side of the war, Tojo still accepted this order and pledged to obey. According to Colonel Akiho Ishii, a member of the Army General Staff, the newly appointed prime minister showed a real sense of loyalty to the emperor doing this task. For
example, when Ishii received a communication from Hirohito saying that the army should abandon the idea of stationing troops in China to counter the military operations of western powers, he wrote a response to the Prime Minister for his audience with the Emperor. Tojo then replied to Ishii: If the Emperor said it should be so, then it's all for me. You can't recite arguments to the Emperor. You can keep
your memorandum finely worded. On November 2, Tojo and Chiefs of Staff Hajime Sugiyama and Osami Nagano told Hirohito that the review had been in vain. The Emperor then gave his consent to the war. [54] The next day, Fleet Admiral Osami Nagano explained in detail Pearl Harbor's plan of attack on Hirohito. [56] The possible plan drawn up by the army and navy chiefs of staff provided for such
mauling of western powers that Japanese perimeter lines of defense — which operated on internal lines of communication and inflicted heavy Western casualties — could not be broken. In addition, the Japanese fleet that attacked Pearl Harbor was under admiral Isoroku Yamamoto's orders to be ready to return to Japan at a moment's notice, if the negotiations were successful. [quote required] Two days
later, on November 5, Hirohito approved the operational plan for a war against the West and continued to hold meetings with the army and Tojo until the end of the month. On November 26, 1941, U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull delivered to Ambassadors Nomura and Kurusu Saburo in Washington a draft mutual declaration of policy and outline of the proposed basis for the agreement between the
United States and Japan. Hull proposed that Japan withdraw all military, naval, air and police forces from China and Indochina French in exchange for lifting the oil embargo, but left the term China indefinite. [57] Hull's note as it is known in Japan has that the United States would not recognize Wang Jingwei's puppet government as the government of China, but strongly implied that the United States might
recognize the Manciuko Empire and did not impose a deadline for Japanese withdrawal from China. On November 27, 1941, Tojo chose to hull's note to the Cabinet office as an ultimatum to Japan, which was incorrect as Hull's note did not have a timeline for its acceptance and was marked as provisional in the initial sentence, which is inconsistent with an ultimatum. [57] The claim that the Americans had
asked in the Japanese hull retreat notes from all over China, instead of only from the occupied parties since 1937 and along with the claim that the note was an ultimatum, was used as a major excuse to choose war with the United States. On December 1, another conference finally sanctioned the war against the United States, England and the Netherlands. World War II Prime Minister Hideki Tojo lands at
Nichols Camp, an airfield south of Manila, for a state visit to the Philippines. On December 8, 1941 (December 7 in the Americas), Tojo went on Japanese radio to announce that Japan was now at war with the United States, the British Empire, and the Netherlands, reading an imperial Rescript that ended with the reproduction of the popular martial song Umi Yukaba (Across the Sea), which set to music a
popular war poem from the classical Manyōshū collection. , with the text On the other side of the sea, corpses immersed in water, Through the mountains corpses piled up in the grass, we will die alongside our lord, we will never look back. Tojo continued to hold the position of Minister of the Army during his tenure as Prime Minister from October 17, 1941 to July 22, 1944. He was also Minister of the
Interior from 1941 to 1942, Foreign Minister in September 1942, Minister of Education in 1943 and Minister of Trade and Industry in 1943. As minister of education, he continued militaristic and nationalist indoctrination into the national education system and claimed totalitarian policies in government. As Minister of the Interior, he ordered various eugenic measures (including the sterilization of mentally
unsuitables). In the early years of the war, Tojo had popular support as Japanese forces moved from one victory to another. In March 1942, Tojo as minister of the army gave permission for the Japanese army to Taiwan to send 50 comfort women from Taiwan to Borneo without identity documents (its approval was necessary as army rules forbade people without ID to travel to new conquests). [61]
Japanese historian Yoshiaki Yoshimi noted that this document shows that Tojo was aware and approved of the comfort women's body. On April 18, 1942, the Americans organized the Doolittle Raid, bombing Tokyo. Some of the American aircraft were shot down and their pilots taken prisoner. The Army General Staff led by Field Marshal Hajime Sugiyama insisted on executeing the eight American leaflets,
but was opposed by Tojo, who that the Americans would counterattack against Japanese pores if doolittle leaflets were executed. [62] The dispute was settled by the emperor who commuted the death sentences of five leaflets while allowing the other three to die, for reasons that it is unclear how documents relating to the emperor's intervention were burned in 1945. An official portrait of Tojo released on
December 2, 1942 during the first anniversary of the Great East Asian War. As the Japanese went from victory to victory, Tojo and the rest of japan's elite were gripped by what the Japanese called victory disease because the entire elite was involved in a state of arrogance, believing that Japan was invincible and that war was as good as won. [63] In May 1942, Tojo approved a series of non-negotiable
demands to be made once the Allies had sued for peace that allowed Japan to maintain everything it had already conquered by taking possession of much more. [63] According to these requests, Japan would take control of the following territories: the British Crown colonies of India and Honduras, as well as the British domains of Australia, Australian New Guinea, Ceylon, New Zealand, British Columbia
and yukon territory, the American states of Washington, Alaska and Hawaii most of Latin America including Ecuador, Colombia, Panama, El Salvador , Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti and the rest of the West Indies. In addition, Tojo wanted all of China to be under the rule of puppet Wang Jingwei, who planned to buy Macau and East Timor from Portugal and create new puppet
kingdoms in Burma, Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and Malaysia. [64] As the Burmese had shown themselves to be enthusiastic collaborators of the New Order in Asia, the new Burmese kingdom would be allowed to annex much of northeastern India as a reward. The Navy, on its side, asked Japan to take new Caledonia, Fiji and Samoa. While Tojo was prime minister, the main forum for military
decision-making was the imperial headquarters presided over by the emperor. It consisted of ministers of the army and navy; the Chiefs of Staff of the Army and navy; and heads of military affairs offices in both services. Imperial GHQ was not a joint chief of staff as it existed in the United States and the United Kingdom, but rather two separate services operating under one roof that would meet about twice
a week to try to agree on a common strategy. [67] The Army and Navy Operations Offices would develop their own plans and then attempt to sell them to the other, which was often not possible. Tojo was a voice on many who spoke to imperial GHQ, and was unable to impose his will on the Navy, with which he had to negotiate, as if dealing with an ally. The American historian Stanley Falk described the
Japanese system as characterized by bitter inter-service antagonisms as the Army and Navy worked for observing the Japanese command system was uncoordinated, poorly defined and inefficient. Wang Jingwei of the Japanese-sponsored puppet government in Nanjing met Tojo in 1942. However, after the Battle of Midway, with the wave of war against Japan, Tojo faced a growing within the government
and the army. In August-September 1942, a major crisis gripped the Tojo government when Foreign Minister Shigenori Tōgō violently objected on August 29, 1942 to the Prime Minister's plan to establish a Ministry of East Asia to manage relations with puppet regimes in Asia as an insult to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (the Gaimusho) and threatened to resign in protest. Tojo went to see the Emperor, who
supported the Prime Minister's plans for the Ministry of East Asia, and on September 1, 1942 Tojo told the cabinet that he was setting up the Ministry of East Asia and that he could not worry less about how gaimusho felt about the matter, leading Tōgō to resign in protest. The American historian Herbert Bix wrote that Tojo was a dictator only in the strict sense that from September 1942 onwards, he was
generally able to impose his will on the Cabinet without seeking a consensus, but at the same time noted that Tojo's authority was based on the support of the Emperor, who held final power. [70] In November 1942, Tojo, as minister of the army, was involved in drafting regulations to take comfort women from China, Japan (which included Taiwan and Korea at the time) and manciukuo to the south, as the
Japanese called their conquests in Southeast Asia, to ensure that comfort women had the proper documents before leaving. Until then, the Ministry of War required special permission to take undocumented comfort women, and Tojo was tired of dealing with these demands. At the same time, Tojo, as minister of the army, was involved in a confrontation with the army chief of staff over whether or not to
continue the Battle of Guadalcanal. Tojo fired the operations office and his deputy in the general staff, who opposed the withdrawal, and ordered the island to be abandoned. [72] The Greater East Asia Conference in November 1943, participants from left to right: Ba Maw, Zhang Jinghui, Wang Jingwei, Hideki Tojo, Wan Waithayakon, José P. Laurel, Subhas Chandra Bose. In September 1943, the emperor
and Tojo agreed that Japan would pull back on an absolute line of defense in the Southwestern Pacific to stem the American advance, and considered abandoning the Rabaul base, but changed their minds in the face of objections from the Navy. In November 1943, american public reaction to the Battle of Tarawa led Tojo to see Tarawa as a kind of Japanese victory, believing that other battles such as
Tarawa would break American morale and force the United States to sue for peace. In addition, Tojo believed that the Americans would get bogged down in the Marshalls, giving more time to strengthen defenses in the Marianas. At the end of 1943, with the Of the emperor, Tojo made a major effort to make peace with China to free the 2 million Japanese soldiers in China for operations elsewhere, but the
reluctance of the Japanese to renounce any of their rights and interests in China condemned the effort. [75] China was by far the the scene of operations for Japan, and with the Americans constantly advancing in the Pacific, Tojo was eager to end the china quagmire to redistribute Japanese forces. In an attempt to gain the support of all of Asia, particularly China, Tojo opened the Greater East Asia
Conference in November 1943, which issued a series of pan-Asian war targets, which made little impression on most Asians. On January 9, 1944, Japan signed a treaty with the puppet Wang regime under which Japan renounced its extraterracial rights in China as part of an attempt to win over Chinese public opinion from a pro-Japanese point of view, but because the treaty did not change anything in
practice, gambling failed. At the same time as he sought a diplomatic effort to end the war with China, Tojo also approved the planning of Operation Ichi-Go, a huge offensive against China intended to bring American air bases to China and eventually get China out of the war once and for all. In January 1944, Tojo approved orders issued by imperial headquarters for an invasion of India, where the Burma
area army in Burma under General Masakazu Kawabe was to seize the provinces of Manipour and Assam with the aim of cutting Off American aid to China (the railway that supplied American air bases in northeast India that allowed supplies to flow into the Himalayan Hump in China passed through these provinces). Cutting American aid to China in turn could have had the effect of forcing Chiang Kai-
shek to sue for peace. After the 15th Army in India in the U-Go Offensive were Indian nationalist Subhas Chandra Bose and his Indian National Army, as the political purpose of the operation was to provoke a general revolt against British rule in India that could allow the Japanese to take all of India. The roads needed to properly supply the 150,000 Japanese soldiers engaged in invading India would turn
into mud when the monsoons arrived, giving the Japanese a very short period of time to break through. The Japanese were counting on capturing food from the British to feed their army, assuming that all of India would rise when the Japanese arrived and then cause the Raj to collapse. [81] The Japanese brought enough food with them to last only 20 days; after that, they would have to capture food from
the British to avoid starving. Bose had impressed Tojo in their encounters as the best man to inspire an anti-British revolution in India. Tōjō meets the Munitions Minister, Nobusuke Kishi, who later became prime minister in postwar Japan. In the central Pacific, the Americans destroyed Japan's main naval base at Truk in an air raid on February 18, 1944, forcing the Imperial Navy to return to the Marianas
(oil to power ships and aircraft operating in the Marshall Islands, Caroline and Gilbert went up in smoke at Truk). [84] This violation of the absolute line of defense, five months after its creation, led Tojo to Admiral Osami Nagano as Chief of Staff of the Navy, for incompetence. The Americans had penetrated 1,300 miles across the absolute line of defense at Truk, and Tojo, senior generals and admirals
blamed each other for the situation. To strengthen his position in the face of criticism of the way the war was going, on February 21, 1944, Tojo assumed the position of chief of staff of the Imperial Japanese Army, arguing that he needed to take personal responsibility for the army. When Field Marshal Sugiyama complained to the emperor that he had been dismissed and had the Prime Minister manage
the General Staff, the Emperor told him that he supported Tojo. Tojo's main concern as army chief of staff was planning operations in China and India, with less time given to the upcoming battles in the Marianas. Tojo decided to take the strategic offensive for 1944 with his plans to win the war in 1944 as follows: Operation Ichigo would end the war with China, freeing about 2 million Japanese soldiers.
Operation U-Go would take India. When the Americans turned the planned offensive into the Marianas, the Imperial Navy Combined Fleet would fight a decisive battle of annihilation against the U.S. 5th Fleet and stop American leadership in the central Pacific. In the southwestern Pacific, Japanese forces in New Guinea and the Solomon Islands would be on the defensive and try to slow down American,
Australian and New Zealand forces for as long as possible. Aware of General MacArthur's personal obsession with returning to the Philippines, Tojo expected MacArthur to head to the Philippines rather than the Japanese-occupied Dutch East Indies (present-day Indonesia), which was a Relief from a Japanese perspective; the Dutch East Indies were rich in oil while the Philippines was not. [87] Tojo
expected that a major American defeat in the Marianas combined with the conquest of China and India would thus astound the Americans who would sue for peace. At this point, Tojo no longer believed that the 1942 war goals could be achieved, but believed that his plans for victory in 1944 would lead to a peace of compromise that could present as a victory for the Japanese people. Serving as Prime
Minister, Minister of the Army, and Chief of Staff of the Army, Tojo assumed almost all responsibility; if the plans for victory in 1944 failed, he would have no scapegoats. Tōjō inspects an airfield at Kuching in occupied British Borneo, July 1943. On March 12, 1944, the Japanese launched the U-Go offensive and invaded India. Tojo had some doubts about Operation but it was ordered by the Emperor
himself, and Tojo was not willing to oppose any decision by the Emperor. Despite Japanese Pan-Asian rhetoric and the claim to liberate India, the Indian people did not rebel and indian soldiers of the 14th Army remained loyal to their British officers, and the invasion of India ended in complete disaster. The Japanese were defeated by the 14th Army at the Battles of Imphal and Kohima. On July 5, 1944, the
emperor accepted Tojo's advice to end the invasion of India as 72,000 Japanese soldiers had been killed in battle. A similar number had starved to death or died of disease as there was a lack of logistics to support an invasion of India, once the monsoons turned burma's streets into invading mud. Of the 150,000 Japanese soldiers who had participated in the March invasion of India, most had died in July
1944. In parallel with the invasion of India, In April 1944 Tojo began Operation Ichigo, the largest Japanese offensive of the entire war, with the aim of taking southern China. At the Battle of Saipan, about 70,000 Japanese soldiers, sailors, and civilians were killed in June-July 1944, and in the Battle of the Philippine Sea the Imperial Navy suffered a crushing defeat. On the first day of the Battle of the
Philippine Sea on June 19, 1944, it was dubbed by the Americans the great bud of Marianas Turkey, as during the dog-in-flight clashes, the U.S. Navy lost 30 aircraft while shooting down about 350 Imperial Japanese aircraft, in one of the Imperial Navy's most humiliating defeats. The Japanese believed that indoctrination in the bushido (the warrior's way) would give them the advantage while the Japanese
wished to die for the emperor, while the Americans were afraid of dying, but the superior training of American pilots and aircraft meant that the Japanese were unreaspassed by the Americans. With Saipan in American hands, the Americans could take other Mariana Islands to build air bases. The establishment of American bases in the Marianas meant that the cities of Japan were within range of B-29
Superfortress bombers, and the British historian H. P. Willmott noted that even the toughest of Japanese militarists could faintly perceive that Japan would be at the end of its tether in that case. When news of Saipan's disastrous defeat reached Japan, he turned his elite opinion against the Tojo government. The emperor himself was furious at saipan's defeat; he had convened a meeting of the Council of
Field Marshals and Admirals of Fleet to assess whether it was possible to recapture Saipan (it was not); and Prince Takamatsu wrote in his diary blazes frequently. Tojo was prime minister, minister of war, and chief of staff of the army, and was seen in both Japan and the United States as, in Willmott's words, the embodiment of national determination, harsh nationalism, and militarism. [91] Prince Konoe
and Admiral Okada had long plotted to bring down the Tojo government since the spring of 1943, and their main problem had been the of the emperor, who did not want to lose his favorite prime minister. After the Battle of Saipan, it was clear to at least part of the Japanese elite that the war was lost, and Japan needed to make peace before the kokutai and perhaps even the Chrysanthemmus
Chrysanthemmus itself was destroyed. Tojo had been so demonized in the United States during the war that, for the American people, Tojo was the face of Japanese militarism, and it was inconceivable that the United States would make peace with a Tojo-led government. Willmott noted that a further problem for the peace faction was that: The Tojo was an embodiment of traditional public opinion within the
nation, armed services, and in particular the army. Tojo had strong support, and by Japanese standards, it wasn't extreme. Tojo was more of a follower than a leader, and represented the main opinion in the army, and therefore his removal from office would not mean the end of the political ambitions of an army still fanatically engaged in victory or death. [91] The jushin (elder statesmen) had warned the
emperor that Tojo should go after Saipan and further advise the emperor against partial changes in the cabinet, demanding that the entire Tojo government resign. Tojo, aware of the intrigues to bring him down, had asked for the public approval of the emperor, who was denied; the emperor sent him a message saying that the man responsible for the Saipan disaster was not worthy of his approval. Tojo
suggested reorganizing his cabinet to regain imperial approval, but was again rejected; the Emperor said the whole cabinet had to go. Once it was clear that Tojo no longer had the support of the Chrysanthemmus Throne, Tojo's enemies had little trouble dropping his rule. [95] The politically powerful Lord Privy Seal, Marquis Kōichi Kido, spread the news that the emperor no longer supported Tojo. After the
fall of Saipan, he was forced to resign on July 18, 1944. As Tojo's replacement, the jushin advised the emperor to appoint a former prime minister, Admiral Mitsumasa Yonai, as he was popular with the Navy, diplomatic corps, bureaucracy, and the peace faction. However, Yonai refused to serve, knowing full well that a Prime Minister trying to make peace with the Americans could be assassinated, as
many army officers were still engaged in victory or death and regarded any peace speech as treason. He declared that only another general could serve as Prime Minister, and recommended General Kuniaki Koiso in his place. In a conference with the emperor, Koiso and Yonai were told by the emperor to cooperate in the formation of a new government, but left in the dark who would become prime
minister. Since the emperor was worshipped as a living god, neither Yonai nor Koiso could ask him who the Prime Minister should be, as no questions were asked about a god, and after the meeting, both men were very confused as to which of the two was now prime minister. In the end Lord Privy Seal Kido resolved the confusion that Koiso was the Prime Minister. Two days after Tojo's resignation, the
emperor gave him an imperial rewrite offering him unusually lavish praise for his meritorious services and hard work and and From now on, we expect you to live up to our trust and make even greater contributions to military affairs. Arrest, trial and execution Hideki Tojo after his attempted suicide during his arrest After Japan's unconditional surrender in 1945, U.S. General Douglas MacArthur ordered the
arrest of forty suspected war criminals, including Tojo. Five Americans have been sent to serve their arrest warrants. As American soldiers surrounded Tojo's house on September 11, he shot himself in the chest with a gun, but his heart was missed. As a result of this experience, the army had medical personnel present during the subsequent arrests of other accused Japanese war criminals, such as
Shigetarō Shimada. As he bled, Tojo began to speak, and two Japanese journalists recorded his words: I am very sorry that it took me so long to die. The Great East Asian War was justified and just. I am very sorry for the nation and for all the races of the great Asian powers. I'm waiting for the right judgment of history. I wanted to kill myself, but sometimes it fails. Tōjō was held in U.S. custody during the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East After recovering from his injuries, Tojo was transferred to Sugamo Prison. While there, he received a new series of prostheses, made by an American dentist, in which the phrase Remember Pearl Harbor had been secretly perforated in Morse code. [100] The dentist removed the message three months later. Tojo was tried by the International Military Tribunal
for the Far East for war crimes and found guilty, among other actions,[102] of conducting wars of aggression; war in violation of international law; un provoked or aggressive war against various nations; and order, authorize and allow inhumane treatment of prisoners of war. The crimes committed by Imperial Japan were responsible for the deaths of millions of people (some estimate between 3 million and
14 million civilians and prisoners of war through massacres, human trials, hunger, and forced labour that were perpetrated directly or forgiven by the Japanese army and government with a significant portion of them occurring during tojo's military rule. [105] [106] [107] [108] A source attributes 5 million civilian deaths to the military government in Tojo. Tojo, before the International Military Tribunal for the Far
East, Hideki Tojo accepted full responsibility for his actions during the war and made this speech: it is only natural that I have full responsibility for the war in general and, needless to say, I am prepared to do so. Consequently, now that the war has been lost, it is presumably necessary for me to be judged in such a way as to clarify the circumstances of the time and ensure future peace in the world. as for
my trial, it is my intention to speak frankly, in my memory, even if when the won are before the victor, who has upon him the power of life and death, he may be and flatter. I intend to pay close attention to this in my actions and say to the end that what is true is true and what is false is false. Shading words with flattery to the point of lies would falsify the process and do incalculable harm to the nation, and
we must be very careful to avoid it. [110] Tojo was sentenced to death on November 12, 1948 and executed on hanging 41 days later, on December 23, 1948, a week before his 64th birthday. Before his execution, he gave his military tapes to one of his guards; they are on display at the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, Florida. In his final statement, he apologized for the atrocities committed
by the Japanese army and urged the U.S. army to show compassion towards the Japanese people, who had suffered devastating airstrikes and two atomic bombings. [112] He recognized the same in his poems, which were discovered much later. Historians Herbert P. Bix and John W. Dower criticize the work done by General MacArthur and his staff to exonerate Emperor Hirohito and all members of the
imperial family from prosecution. According to them, MacArthur and Brigadier General Bonner Fellers worked to protect the emperor and transfer final responsibility to Tojo. [114] According to the written report by Shuichi Mizota, interpreter of Admiral Mitsumasa Yonai, Fellers met the two men in his office on March 6, 1946 and told Yonai: It would be more convenient if the Japanese side could prove to us
that the Emperor is completely irreproachable. I think the next rehearsal offers the best opportunity to do that. Tojo, in particular, should be done to take full responsibility in this process. [117] The sustained intensity of this campaign to protect the Emperor was revealed when, testifying before the court on December 31, 1947, Tojo momentarily distanced himself from the agreed line regarding imperial
innocence and turned to the supreme authority of the emperor. The US-led indictment immediately ordered that he be secretly trained to retract this testimony. Ryūkichi Tanaka, a former general who testified at the trial and had close ties to Chief Prosecutor Joseph B. Keenan, was used as an intermediary to persuade Tojo to review his testimony. [119] Legacy Tōjō with his wife Katsuko and the memorial
tomb of his niece Yūko Tojo Tojo is located in a shrine in Hazu, Aichi (now Nishio, Aichi), and is one of those kept in the controversial Yasukuni Shrine. Its ashes are divided between Yasukuni Shrine and Zōshigaya Cemetery in toshima district, Tokyo. He was survived by some of his descendants, including his niece, Yūko Tojo, who was a political hope that japan's war was self-defense and that it was
unfair for his grandfather to be judged a war criminal. A. A. Tojo's second son, Teruo Tojo, who designed fighter and passenger aircraft during and after the war, eventually served as chief executive Mitsubishi Heavy Industries. In a 1997 survey of university students in China who asked When does anyone talk about Japanese, which person do you think?, the answer most gave was Hideki Tojo, reflecting a
persistent sense of grief in China over Japan's wartime aggression. In the 1998 Japanese film Pride, Tojo was portrayed as a national hero, forced against his will by Hull's note to attack America and executed after a rigged trial, a photo of Tojo that is widely accepted in Japan while offended abroad, particularly in China. In popular culture during World War II, the IJAAS fighter aircraft known as the Nakajima
Ki-44 received the name of an allied Tojo. In the 1945 film Blood on the Sun, Tojo is portrayed by Robert Armstrong. In the 1970 film Tora! Tora! Tora!, directed by Toshio Masuda, Tojo is played by Asao Uchida in various events that led to the Attack on Pearl Harbor. In The Militarists (1970), directed by Hiromichi Horikawa, he is portrayed by Keiju Kobayashi as a tyar and, at an alternate point of view,
remains Prime Minister until the end of the war. In the Imperial Japanese Empire of 1981, he is portrayed by Tetsurō Tamba as a family man who planned the war against America himself, and the film deals with his war crimes trial. In a 1983 song Tojo by The Australian band Hoodoo Gurus. The historical drama Pride directed by Shunya Itō, released in 1998, chose Masahiko Tsugawa in the cast of Tojo.
In the 2004 biopic Shyam Benegal, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose: The Forgotten Hero, the role of Tojo was played by Kelly Dorji. In the 2012 emperor, Hideki Tojo is played by Shōhei Hino. Hiromoto Ida as Tojo in the 2019 film Midway. Honors the Japanese Grand Cordon of the Order of the Sacred Treasury (July 7, 1937; Third Class: September 29, 1928; Fourth Class: June 25, 1920; Fifth Class: May 31,
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